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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The terminology and signs are inconsistent 
throughout the application. The expression "element" is used for different features (see 
claim 1, for example: "elements (3.1, 3.2)", "elements (3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 30.1, 30.2)", 
"element (50)"). Other expressions that are used to define multiple elements include 
"rotary element", "end area", "spherical end area", "bore", "outer faces", "holding 
element", etc. The claims should remain clear and unambiguous even in the absence of 
reference signs. This can be accomplished by instead referencing the parts of the 
invention as "a first element (3.1)", "a second element (3.2)", and "a third element (3.3)". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 -4, 6-1 7, 1 9, 22-24, 27-30 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) 
as being anticipated by Pugh et al. (US 4,274,224). 



Application/Control Number: 10/582,045 Page 3 

Art Unit: 4193 

3. Claim 1 : Pugli et al. discloses a joint for securing movable elements (22) to a 
doll's body (10) or for connecting individual elements (22, 24, 34, 38), in particular doll's 
arm parts and/or doll's leg parts, to one another, comprising a rotary element (20) is 
inserted rotatably in the doll's body (10) and is rotatably connected to an end area (44) 
of the element (22) inserted therein. 

4. Claim 2: Pugh et al. further discloses that the rotary element (20) is in the shape 
of a disk (fig. 1). 

5. Claim 3: Pugh et al. further discloses that the end area (44) of the element (22) 

has a spherical shape (fig. 1 ). 

6. Claim 4: Pugh et al. further discloses that the element (outside of 68) inserted 
into the element (22) has a spherical shape (fig. 1). 

7. Claim 6: Pugh et al. further discloses that the rotary element (20) is inserted into 
a slit (46) in the spherical end area (44) (fig. 2). 

8. Claim 7: Pugh et al. further discloses that the rotary element (50) Is inserted into 
a slit (68) of the spherical element (outside of 68). 

9. Claim 8: Pugh et al. further discloses that a diameter of the rotary element (20) 

corresponds approximately to a diameter of the spherical end area (44), (fig. 2). 

10. Claim 9: Pugh et al. further discloses that a diameter of the rotary element (50) 
corresponds approximately to a diameter of the spherical element (outside of 68), (fig. 
2). 
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1 1 . Claim 10: Pugh et al. further discloses that outer faces (76) of the rotary element 
(20) and of the spherical end area (44) lie externally in a common plane and are flush 
with one another (fig. 2). 

1 2. Claim 1 1 : Pugh et al. further discloses that outer faces of the rotary element (50) 
and of the spherical element (outside of 68) lie externally in a common plane and flush 
with one another (fig. 2). 

13. Claim 12: Pugh et al. further discloses that the rotary element (20) and the 
spherical end area (44) each have a bore (78) for receiving at least one securing means 
(col. 4, lines 33-37). 

14. Claim 13: Pugh et al. further discloses that the rotary element (50) and the 
spherical element (outside of 68) each have a bore (50, 66) for receiving at least one 
securing means (col. 4, lines 26-29). 

15. Claim 14: Pugh et al. further discloses that the rotary element (20) is assigned a 
holding element (86). 

16. Claim 15: Pugh et al. further discloses that the spherical element (outside of 68) 
is assigned a holding element (rectangle shaped part connected to 68). 

17. Claim 16: Pugh et al. further discloses that the holding element (86) is connected 
to the rotary element (20) in a permanent manner (col. 4, lines 39-43). 

18. Claim 17: Pugh et al. further discloses that the holding element (86) and the 
rotary element (20) are connected permanently to one another to form an individual 
component (col. 4, lines 39-43) and are able to rotate about an axis (A, through the 
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middle of 82 and 86), the holding element (86) being inserted into a recess (80) of the 
doll's body (10). 

19. Claim 19: Pugh et al. further discloses that only the rotary element (20) is able to 
rotate about an axis (A, through the middle of 82 and 86), the holding element (86) 
being inserted fixedly in the recess (80) of the doll's body (10). 

20. Claim 22: Pugh et al. further discloses that a constriction (84) of the recess (80) 
engages at least partially behind the holding element (86) and secures it there. 

21 . Claim 23: Pugh et al. further discloses that the element (22) is rotatable about the 
axis (A, through the middle of 82 and 86). 

22. Claim 24: Pugh et al. further discloses that the element (22) is pivotable about an 
axis (C, through 78), the axes (A, through the middle of 82 and 86; C, through 78) being 
arranged approximately perpendicular to one another. 

23. Claim 27: Pugh et al. further discloses that the element (24) is pivotable about an 
axis (B, through 66). 

24. Claim 28: Pugh et al. further discloses that the element (38) is rotatable about an 
axis (G, through 34, 36 and 38). 

25. Claim 29: Pugh et al. further discloses that the element (38) is pivotable about an 
axis (F, through the center of 36), the axes (G, through 34, 36 and 38; F, through the 
center of 36) being arranged approximately perpendicular to one another. 

26. Claim 30: Pugh et al. further discloses that a guide (82) is provided between the 
holding element (86) and the rotary element (20), the guide (82) at least partially guiding 
the end area (44) of the element (22). 
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27. Claim 33: Pugh et al. further discloses that the guide (82) at one end is shaped at 
least partially as a concave recess (the end connected to 76). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

28. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

29. Claims 21 , 31 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pugh et al. (US 4,274,224). 

30. Claim 21 : Pugh et al. discloses the claimed invention except for the spherical 
element (36) being able to rotate about an axis (along 34), the holding element (knob 
extension off of 36) being inserted into a recess (bottom part of 34) of the element (34). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use this knee ball joint structure in the doll's elbow, since it has 
been held that rearranging parts of an invention involves only routine skill in the art. In 
re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. 

31 . Claims 31 and 32: Pugh et al. discloses the claimed invention except for a guide 
between the holding element and the rotary element. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to swap and reverse 
the different joint techniques including the guides between holding elements and rotary 
elements, since it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention involves only 
routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. 
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32. Claims 18, 25 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pugh et al. (US 4,274,224) in view of Ferre et al. (EP 0,582,020 A1 ). 

33. Pugh et al. fails to disclose that the holding element and the rotary element are 
connected permanently to one another to form a single component and are able to 
rotate about an axis, the holding element being inserted into a recess of the element, 
the element, in particular the doll's arm part, is rotatable about an axis, and the element, 
in particular the doll's arm part, is rotatable about an axis. 

34. Claim 18: Ferre et al. teaches that the holding element (8a) and the rotary 
element (8b) are connected permanently to one another to form a single component (8) 
and are able to rotate about an axis (E, along 5; along 7), the holding element (8a) 
being inserted into a recess (10) of the element (5, 7). 

35. Claim 25: Ferre et al. teaches that the element (5), in particular the doll's arm 

part, is rotatable about an axis (D, along 4). 

36. Claim 26: Ferre et al. teaches that the element (5) is rotatable about an axis (E, 
along 5). 

37. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the doll joint of Pugh et al. with the rotation abilities of Ferre et al., 
since such a modification would allow the doll joints to more realistically mimic the 
movement of human joints resulting in a more enjoyable user experience. 

38. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pugh et 
al. (US 4,274,224) in view of Ryan (US 1 ,077,560). 
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Pugh et al. fails to disclose that only the rotary element is able to rotate about an axis, 
the holding element being inserted fixedly in the recess of the element. Ryan teaches 
that only the rotary element (18/20) is able to rotate about an axis (along 1; along 2 in 
fig. 2), the holding element (23) being inserted fixedly in the recess (fig. 1) of the 
element (1 ). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time of 
the invention to utilize the holding element of Ryan in place of the holding element of 
Pugh et al., since such a modification would allow for use of a known equivalent joint 
securing technique. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. These references include Debes (US 807,664), Cabana (US 
1,270,781), Cabana (US 1,359,030), Huck (US 1,601,447), Bucherer (US 1,620,069), 
Monaghan (US 2,649,806), Crabtree et al. (US 3,988,855), Himstedt (US 6,053,799) 
and Yamamura (US 6,439,952). 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SCOTT YOUNG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
7609. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 8am-6pm 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, GENE KIM can be reached on (571)272-4463. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/SCOTT YOUNG/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 4193 



/Gene Kim/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 371 1 



